
MARCH 6T H, 2017 

CSG Winter Elections 
Mandatory Candidates’ Meeting 



Overview 

I.  Introduction to Elections 
II.  About CSG 
III. Clean campaigning & Mandatory Retreat 
IV. Elections Rules and Infractions 
V.  Department of Housing Guidelines 
VI.  Other Campus Policies 
VII. Campaign Finance 
VIII. Complaint and Hearing Procedures 

Feel free to ask questions as we go. 



The University Elections Commission 

Jacob Pearlman, Ford 
Election Director 

 

Marisa Bannon, Law 
Commissioner 

Ciara Davis, Law 
Commissioner 

Whit Froehlich, Medicine 
Commissioner 

Jorge Mancillas, Law 
Commissioner 

 
 
 

Joe Moses, Law 
Backup Election Director 



About Elections 

�  Positions Available  
¡  President and Vice President 
¡  UMPD Oversight Committee Member 
¡  58 Assembly Representatives 
¡  All aforementioned positions hold one year terms from April 

2017 through March 2018 
�  Appointed Positions 

¡  After the election, there are four executive positions that are to 
be filled by appointment.  Candidates should not be promising 
these positions while campaigning. 

�  All election-related questions should be sent to 
electiondirector@umich.edu 



Timeline 

�  March 10: Sample Ballot Released, vote.umich.edu 
open for candidates to post their platforms 

�  March 16th at 6:30pm: Presidential and Vice 
Presidential Candidate Debate (Hutchins Hall,   
Room 100) 

�  March 19: vote.umich.edu closes for platform edits 
�  March 21: Campaign donation and expenditure 

forms due 
�  March 22-23: Voting online at vote.umich.edu 



Mandatory Retreat for Elected Members 

�  Sunday, April 9th, 10am to 4pm 
�  MANDATORY—No exceptions! 
�   Location: CSG Chambers 
�  More details to come, email Clyde Barnett III (CSG 

Program Manager) at clydeb@umich.edu with any 
questions 



Election Code 

�  Available online (csg.umich.edu) and in Application. 
�  Relevant sections: 

¡  Demerit System (§ B(6)) 
¡  Campaign Rules (§ B(7)) 
¡  Campaign Finance Regulations (§ D et seq.)  
¡  Complaint Procedures (§ C et seq.) 

“Your goal shouldn’t be getting as close to the line as you can, 
but to run as far from the line as possible!” – John Lin, M.P.P., 
J.D. (Former CSG Student General Counsel) 
 



 
 

I.  Elections Rules and Infractions 
(things not to do) 



Demerits System 

�  Demerits are assessed by the University Elections 
Commission (UEC). 

�  May be assessed to candidates and/or parties. 

�  EACH Demerit = loss of 3% of weighted votes.  
¡  NOTE: this does not apply to parties, only candidates. 

�  FIVE Demerits = removal of candidate from this election. 
 
�  TEN Demerits = removal of entire party from elections. All 

candidates affiliated with the party are disqualified. 
 



Levels of Infractions 

�  Responsible under University Policies (Statement of 
Student Rights and Responsibilities, ITS, Housing, 
etc) as well as Art. VI. 
¡  BUT, UEC can only penalize individuals under Art. VI 

violations.  
�  Three types of infractions: 

¡  Minor Infractions (1 – 2 demerits) 
¡  Major Infractions (3 – 4 demerits) 
¡  Egregious Infractions (at least 4 demerits) 

�  NOTE: demerits may be assessed downward. 



Minor infractions 

�  Identification (§ B(7)(d)(i)) 
¡  Printed campaign material must include: 

“Paid for by <valid email address of candidate or party>” 
 

�  Prohibited Posting Areas (§ B(7)(d)(ii)) 
¡  No printed material on / in University buildings… 
¡  …EXCEPT designated posting areas. 
¡  The University Department of Housing policy will be 

addressed later this evening 
 
“If you aren’t sure where, don’t post there!” – W. Benjamin 
Reese (famed former Election Director) 



Minor Infractions 

�  Implying Elected Incumbency (§ B(7)(d)(iii) 
¡  Don’t use words like, “re-elect,” or “retain” if you weren’t 

previously elected or appointed to the position that you’re 
running for. 

 
�  Not Attending a Mandatory Candidate’s Meeting. 

 
�  Frivolous Election Complaint(§ B(7)(d)(v) 

¡  Complaints must conform to Art. VI, § C (1)(c). 
 
1-2 demerits for a minor infraction (3-6% of weighted 

vote deducted) 



Major Infractions 

�  Unauthorized Endorsement (§ B(7)(e)(i)) 
¡  Don’t lie  

�  Campaign Finance Violations (§ B(7)(e)(ii)) 
�  Destruction of Campaign Material ((§ B(7)(e)(iii)) 

¡  No defacing, obscuring, damaging, removing, or altering another 
candidate’s campaign materials. 

¡  Ex: Pouring water over chalk and writing your own party name is 
prohibited (Make Michigan v. The Team) 

�  Influencing a Student While Voting (§ B(7)(e)(iv)) 
¡  Don’t “actively influence” any student while the student is voting. 
¡  Technically, being present while student is voting is not a violation. 

BUT, best practice is to not be around. 
3-4 demerits for a major infraction 



Egregious infractions 

�  Preventing Voting. (§ B(7)(f)(i)) 
 
�  Bribery Prohibited. (§ B(7)(f)(ii)) 

¡  “distribution of campaign material to voters shall not 
constitute a violation of this rule.” 

 
�  Fraudulent Voting Prohibited. ((§ B(7)(f)(iii)) 

¡  Includes voting for a friend. You may NOT log into the voting 
system with another person’s uniqname. 

 
At least 4 demerits for an egregious infraction 



ABUSE OF EMAIL PRIVILEGES 

�  Inappropriate and Irresponsible Use of Email Privileges (§ 
B(7)(d))     
¡  NO sending emails to anyone who is not a registered student at Michigan 

(e.g., don’t email faculty, staff, or alumni). 
÷  UNLESS email list contains < 10% non-students. 

¡  NO sending emails to groups the sender does not own (see 
mcommunity.umich.edu). 

¡  NO harvesting email addresses. 
÷  Harvesting means “the gathering of emails for campaign purposes that were 

not gathering during the campaign period, or were repurposed from other 
email group lists.” §(A)(7) 

¡  Less than 100 = minor infraction (1-2 demerits); 100-399 = major 
infraction (3-4 demerits); 400+ = egregious infraction (at least 4 
demerits) 

¡  See Pearlman v Motola et al  for more information.   
÷  “But do not cheer for justice.  It was not served today” (Commissioner 

Emeritus Dylan Bennett)  
 



Campaign volunteers & liability 

�  What happens if one of your volunteers breaks a campaign rule? (§ 
B(8)(e)) 

�  “Scope of coordination” = “what the candidate or party requested the 
non-candidate to contribute to the campaign.” 

�  So, yes, you can be liable for the acts of your campaign volunteers, 
even if you did not direct them to break the rules. 

�  The UEC has in the past interpreted the test in §B(8)(e): 
1.  “With or at the request”  = what is asked, but also mutual 

understanding, or knowing acquiescence 
2.  “Scope of coordination” = includes “detours” but not “frolics,” you are 

in charge of supervising volunteers, you don’t have to explicitly tell 
them to violate the code. 

� For more info, read Make Michigan v. The Team III from Winter 2015 
(or ask your Ross friends who took Business Law). 
 

Make sure your volunteers know the rules! 



IV. Campaign Finance 



Campaign Finance 

�  Campaign Spending Limits (§ D(1)) 
¡  $50 limit. You may NOT spend more than $50. 
¡  Note: parties may spend up to $50 for their own candidate, BUT 

individual expenditures of a candidate count towards the $50 limit. 
÷ EXAMPLE: You spend $25 on your own campaign. Your party spends 

$30 on your campaign. Total is $55, this is a violation. 
 

�  Campaign Donations (§ D(2)) 
¡  Donors must be eligible to vote in campaign. 
¡  Donors may only donate $25 to each candidate, including oneself. 

 
�  EXCEPTION: Presidential tickets 

¡  Donors can contribute up to $100. 
¡  Presidential tickets can spend funds up to $1,000. 

 



Campaign Finance 

�  Filing Donation and Expense Reports. 
¡  MUST fill out these forms. 
¡  MUST be returned 24 hours before the polls open. March 21, 

11:59PM. Please don’t be late.  
¡  MUST include receipts for expenses. 

�  These reports are available in the candidates’ packets 
online. 



IV. Complaint and Hearing Procedures 



Complaint procedures 

�  UEC HAS NEW MANUAL OF PROCEDURE – I SUGGEST YOU READ IT FOR 
MORE DETAILED INFORMATION.  IT IS AVAILABLE AT CSG.UMICH.EDU/UEC 

�  Who can file a complaint? Anyone!  
¡  Faculty, staff, students, alumni. UEC can’t file a complaint, though. 

�  Complaint must include the name of the respondent (i.e., the 
person against whom accusation is made), facts discussing the 
violation, and identification of the allegedly violated campaign 
rule. 
¡  WHO did it, WHAT they did, WHAT rule they broke. 

�  Complaints must be filed within two calendar days of the 
discovery of the violation. 

�  Election Director will send copies of complaint to respondent. 
�  Complainant may withdraw a complaint at any time. 



Complaint Process 

�  Respondent may respond to complaint in writing 
within 24 hours of receipt of complaint. 

�  Burden of persuasion = Clear and Convincing. 
�  Hearing Process 

¡  Hearing will be held within 24hrs of respondent’s reply brief 
(i.e., 48hrs after initial filing of complaint). 

¡  Hearings are open to the public. 
¡  Opening statements, case in chief, closing statements 

�  Appeals 
¡  Either respondent or complainant can appeal the UEC’s 

decision to the Central Student Judiciary. 



ADVISORY OPINIONS 

�  You can ask the UEC for an advisory opinion at any 
time; that opinion will be binding for this election 
cycle. Any such opinions issued will be posted on the 
UEC’s website and emailed to all candidates. 



II.  Department of Housing Campaign Guidelines 



University Housing Policy 

�  University Housing deems the entire residence hall and 
apartments areas as our students’ homes and takes steps to 
ensure that their home remains safe as well as conducive to 
studying, resting, relaxing and socializing.   University 
Housing is permitting you to campaign in University Housing 
communities and respectfully requests and anticipates that 
candidates and campaign managers honor the following 
guidelines. 

�  Copies of the guidelines for this Semester are available after 
this meeting, please pick one up. You have all already been 
cleared with Housing, unless you’ve been notified otherwise. 



Dates and times 

�  Winter Term campaigning in the residence halls and 
apartments areas may take place on the dates listed 
below between the hours of 12:00 noon to 7:00 PM. 

�  Monday, March 6 through Saturday, March 11, 2017 
�  Monday, March 13 through Saturday, March 18, 2017 
�  Monday and Tuesday, March 20 and 21, 2017 
�  NOTE: Campaigning in Residence Halls and 

Apartments is prohibited when the polls are open 



Community access and expectations 

•  Building access will be enabled for the front or main door and the 
dock door of the residence halls for each candidate and campaign 
manager.       

•  Upon arrival to a community, the candidate and the accompanying 
campaign manager will check in at the residence hall and apartment 
Community Center and upon departure will check out at the 
Community Center.   

•  Failure to check out at the Community Center will result in 
campaign privileges being removed. 

•  No more than 6 candidates will be permitted in a community at one 
time.  Community Center staff will track the number of candidates. 



Community access and expectations 

•  “No Solicitation” signs must be honored 
•  Residents may post No Solicitation notifications on their 

room or apartment door.  Regardless of the type of sign 
posted on the door, the request must be honored.  

 

•  Campaign Materials 
•  Out of respect to the residents and the staff in the 

communities, it is not permissible to place campaign 
material under or on a resident door, tape it to walls, 
windows, bathrooms or drinking fountains, nor can it be 
placed on community bulletin boards.  



III.  Other Campus Rules & Policies 



�  Other campus policies, including the Statement of 
Student Rights and Responsibilities, still apply during 
the campaign period. 
¡  The Statement is the University’s behavioral code of conduct.  It is 

available at oscr.umich.edu/statement 
�  Hazing is a violation of the Statement and is also illegal 

under Michigan State Law.   
¡  To report suspected acts of hazing, visit deanofstudents.umich.edu/

article/hazingpolicies 
¡  The State of Michigan defines hazing (in part) as “an intentional, 

knowing, or reckless act…done for the purpose of pledging…”   

“Be respectful.  At the end of the day, it is an election.  It’s not worth 
losing relationships over” –Bob “Bobby” Dishell (Greatest CSG 
President of All Time) 
 



Final Thoughts 

�  In short, when campaigning:  keep it clean 
�  Campaigning questions and/or concerns are to be 

sent to the Elections Director: 
electiondirector@umich.edu 

�  March 10 – Upload Platform; Double Check Ballots 
(closes 3/19/17) 

 
 
“There’s still time not to run.” –  Kevin Ziegler (Most Successful 
Treasurer in CSG History) 

 


