
 
 

 

 

 

A.R. 6-042 

A RESOLUTION THAT COMMITS ROBUSTLY BOTH THIS BODY AND THE 
UNIVERSITY AS A WHOLE TO FREE SPEECH, OR, THE “DANGEROUS SCHOOL”  1

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, It is the opinion of the authors that disturbing events at various 
universities —most recently at Middlebury College ,  (and there are many 2 3 4

more )—have made it abundantly clear that the traditional commitment 5

of a university to the free and open exchange of ideas is in severe danger 
because it is a commitment that is not shared by a significant number of 
students, some administrators, and even many professors; AND 

WHEREAS, It is the opinion of the authors that the University of Michigan itself was 
not immune from such post-election intolerance  (albeit to a lesser 6

degree); AND 

WHEREAS, It is the opinion of the authors that speaking specifically of universities 
across the country (i.e., not ours, per se), a not-insignificant number of 
students,  administrators,  alumni,  and professors  have made it 7 8 9 10

abundantly clear that they reject free speech, an indispensable principle to 
the maintenance of a free society, opting instead to intimidate  and 11

1 https://youtu.be/bNI0_oW-TcE?list=PLEbhOtC9klbBOYfsbJ01elZRxwni043_w&t=1557 
2 
http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/education/317719-after-protests-and-riots-free-speech-is-mia-on-college-camp
uses 
3 http://www.mediaite.com/online/protest-at-middlebury-college-over-charles-murray-event-turns-violent/ 
4 
https://whyevolutionistrue.wordpress.com/2017/03/03/mob-at-middlebury-college-attacks-speaker-charles-murray-i
njures-his-host/ 
5 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/my-halloween-email-led-to-a-campus-firestorm--and-a-troubling-lesson-
about-self-censorship/2016/10/28/70e55732-9b97-11e6-a0ed-ab0774c1eaa5_story.html?utm_term=.25860fc7f854 
6 http://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2016/11/petition_alleges_university_is.html 
7 https://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/17/arts/pen-warns-that-college-students-often-see-free-speech-as-a-cudgel.html 
8 https://www.thefire.org/spotlight-on-speech-codes-2017/ 
9 
https://beyondthegreenmidd.wordpress.com/2017/03/02/charles-murray-at-middlebury-unacceptable-and-unethical-s
ay-over-500-alumni/ 
10 https://www.facebook.com/allison.stanger.5/posts/10209936010371446 
11 
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perpetrate varying degrees of physical violence  upon those with whom 12

they differ politically; AND 

WHEREAS, Commentators from across the political spectrum,  on both the Left  and 13 14

the Right,  have noted with disappointment that modern-day campus 15

culture is one of stifling homogeneity,  when it is in reality supposed to 16

foster dynamic and free-ranging debate. Campuses sorely lack viewpoint 
diversity,  a necessary hedge against dangerous groupthink ; 17 18

THEREFORE BE IT 

RESOLVED, CSG will release an official statement (1) reaffirming its commitment to 
the First Amendment in all its fullness and to Students’ Right to Free 
Speech listed under Article VIII Section 1 of the “Constitution of the 
Student Body of the Ann Arbor Campus of the University of Michigan,”

 (2) making it clear that our community is committed to 19

non-obstructionism with respect to events on campus (i.e., protests are 
allowed only insofar as they do not deprive other students of their right to 
speak, invite others to speak, and hear others speak), (3) endorsing the 
Chicago Principles of Free Expression  as official university policy 20

regarding speech, and (4) calling upon the University to include 
viewpoint diversity—particularly political diversity—in its diversity 
policies and in its efforts to diversify the faculty and the curriculum; 
AND BE IT FINALLY 

RESOLVED, the University will be encouraged to echo items (1) and (2) in the 
previous “Resolved Clause” with a statement of its own, update its 
“Freedom of Speech and Artistic Expression”  statement to endorse the 21

Chicago Principles of Free Expression, and (3) commit to improving 
viewpoint diversity of its faculty per the information found at 

http://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/American-Hero-Who-Hit-Anti-Trump-Protester-With-Stick-at-Berkeley-Ral
ly-to-Be-Arraigned-415597623.html 
12 See supra note 10. 
13 http://heterodoxacademy.org/problems/ 
14 https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/11/opinion/sunday/the-dangerous-safety-of-college.html 
15 http://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2017/02/06/time-end-leftist-impunity-glenn-reynolds-column/97521138/ 
16 https://charlierose.com/videos/30146 
17 http://www.nationalaffairs.com/publications/detail/real-academic-diversity 
18 See supra note 13. 
19 https://umcsg.files.wordpress.com/2016/09/csg_constitution.pdf 
20 https://freeexpression.uchicago.edu/page/statement-principles-free-expression 
21 https://publicaffairs.vpcomm.umich.edu/key-issues/freedom-of-speech-and-artistic-expression/ 
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22 http://heterodoxacademy.org/solutions/ 
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