
   

 

 

I. Call to Order  

II. Opening Roll Call 

III. Approval of the Agenda 

IV. Approval of the Previous Minutes 

a. Minutes from the 22nd meeting on March 7th, 2016 (Sent via email) 

V. Guest Speakers 

a. Jacob Pearlman – Weekly Report of the Election Director 

VI. Community Concerns 

VII. Executive Communications 

VIII. Report of the Speaker 

IX. Representative Reports 

X. Committee Reports 

a. Rules Committee 

b. Finance Committee  

c. Communications Committee 

d. Resolutions Committee  

XI. Election and Recall of Members 

XII. New Business 

XIII. Old Business 

XIV. Motions and Other Business 

XV. Announcements and Matters Arising 

XVI. Closing Roll Call 

XVII. Adjournment 

Sixth Assembly – 23rd Meeting 

March 14th, 2016 

Agenda 
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ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 6-042 

A RESOLUTION TO INSTALL, BOTH IN THIS BODY AND IN THE UNIVERSITY AS 

A WHOLE, A ROBUST, UNSHAKEABLE COMMITMENT TO FREE SPEECH 

WHEREAS, Anti-democratic and anti-American displays have wracked our nation’s 

elite institutions of higher education in the last several years—especially 2 

so in the months following the election of Donald J. Trump. This 

resolution is proposed to prevent that kind of intolerant and dangerous 4 

behavior from happening here at the University of Michigan as well as 

strengthen the commitment of both the Central Student Government 6 

(hereinafter: CSG) and the University of Michigan (hereinafter: 

University) to free speech; AND 8 

WHEREAS, Disturbing events at various universities1—most recently at Middlebury 

College2 and UC Berkeley3 (by no means an exhaustive list4)—have 10 

made it abundantly clear that the traditional commitment of a university 

to the free and open exchange of ideas is in severe danger because it is 12 

not shared by large swathes of students, some administrators, and even 

many professors; 14 

WHEREAS, The University of Michigan itself was not immune from such post-

election intolerance5 (albeit to a lesser degree); AND 16 

WHEREAS,  Speaking specifically of universities across the country (i.e., not ours, per 

se), one can see that students,6 administrators,7 and professors8 have 18 

made it abundantly clear that they reject free speech, an indispensable 

principle to the maintenance of a free society, opting instead to 20 

                                                           
1 http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/education/317719-after-protests-and-riots-free-speech-is-mia-on-college-

campuses 
2 http://www.mediaite.com/online/protest-at-middlebury-college-over-charles-murray-event-turns-violent/ 
3 http://www.cnn.com/2017/02/01/us/milo-yiannopoulos-berkeley/ 
4 https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/my-halloween-email-led-to-a-campus-firestorm--and-a-troubling-

lesson-about-self-censorship/2016/10/28/70e55732-9b97-11e6-a0ed-

ab0774c1eaa5_story.html?utm_term=.25860fc7f854 
5 http://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2016/11/petition_alleges_university_is.html 
6 https://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/17/arts/pen-warns-that-college-students-often-see-free-speech-as-a-cudgel.html 
7 https://www.thefire.org/spotlight-on-speech-codes-2017/ 
8 https://beyondthegreenmidd.wordpress.com/2017/03/02/charles-murray-at-middlebury-unacceptable-and-

unethical-say-over-500-alumni/ 
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intimidate9 and perpetrate varying degrees of physical violence10 upon 

those with whom they differ politically; AND 22 

WHEREAS, Commentators from across the political spectrum,11 on both the Left12 

and the Right,13 have noted with disappointment that modern-day campus 24 

culture is one of stifling homogeneity,14 when it is in reality supposed to 

foster dynamic and free-ranging debate. Campuses sorely lack viewpoint 26 

diversity,15 a necessary hedge against dangerous groupthink16; 

THEREFORE BE IT 28 

RESOLVED, First, CSG will release a statement reaffirming their commitment to the 

(1) First Amendment in all its fullness, taking care to omit references to 30 

so-called “hate speech”—a legal fiction in this country17—and (2) 

Students’ Right to Free Speech listed under Article VIII Section 1 of the 32 

“Constitution of the Student Body of the Ann Arbor Campus of the 

University of Michigan” 18; AND BE IT FURTHER 34 

RESOLVED, Second, the University will be encouraged to follow suit; AND BE IT 

FURTHER 36 

RESOLVED, Third, the University will be encouraged to commit to responding 

appropriately to acts of lawlessness, anti-intellectualism, and illiberalism 38 

pursuant to its obligation as a public institution to uphold and abide by 

the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution in all its fullness and 40 

Article VIII Section 1 of the “Constitution of the Student Body of the 

Ann Arbor Campus of the University of Michigan”; AND BE IT 42 

FURTHER 

RESOLVED, Fourth, CSG will vote to amend Article VIII Section 1 of the 44 

“Constitution of the Student Body of the Ann Arbor Campus of the 

University of Michigan” to achieve three distinct, though interrelated, 46 

goals: 

                                                           
9 http://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/American-Hero-Who-Hit-Anti-Trump-Protester-With-Stick-at-Berkeley-

Rally-to-Be-Arraigned-415597623.html 
10 https://www.facebook.com/allison.stanger.5/posts/10209936010371446 
11 http://heterodoxacademy.org/problems/ 
12 https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/11/opinion/sunday/the-dangerous-safety-of-college.html 
13 http://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2017/02/06/time-end-leftist-impunity-glenn-reynolds-column/97521138/ 
14 https://charlierose.com/videos/30146 
15 http://www.nationalaffairs.com/publications/detail/real-academic-diversity 
16 See supra note 7. 
17 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/volokh-conspiracy/wp/2015/05/07/no-theres-no-hate-speech-exception-to-

the-first-amendment/?utm_term=.5b0f99685b46 
18 https://umcsg.files.wordpress.com/2016/09/csg_constitution.pdf 
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RESOLVED, (1) A clause explicitly protecting students’ right to invite speakers 48 

embodying a diverse range of perspectives; 

RESOLVED, (2) A clause explicitly protecting students’ right to invite speakers 50 

representing a wide range of ideas for the purpose of giving students the 

opportunity to engage with the “marketplace of ideas” so that they have 52 

the opportunity to consider perspectives different form their own and 

thereby mature as responsible citizens; and 54 

RESOLVED, (3) Explicit prohibitions on the sort of lawless, anti-intellectual, and 

illiberal conduct perpetrated by the students (and, at times, non-students) 56 

in the cited examples, which the University will be encouraged to 

enforce, again, pursuant to its obligation as a public institution to uphold 58 

and abide by the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution in all its 

fullness and Article VIII Section 1 of the “Constitution of the Student 60 

Body of the Ann Arbor Campus of the University of Michigan”; AND 

BE IT FURTHER 62 

RESOLVED, Fifth, the amended Article VIII Section 1 will read: “No authority, 

academic or civil, shall infringe upon a student’s freedom of speech, 64 

freedom to publish, or freedom peaceably to assemble and demonstrate 

grievances. Neither, too, will persons—whether University-affiliated or 66 

not—be permitted to exercise a “heckler’s veto” and thereby prevent 

students from maturing into responsible citizens and speakers from 68 

expressing their views (whatever they happen to be), all this pursuant to 

the University’s obligation to enforce this nation’s highest law: the U.S. 70 

Constitution—specifically the First Amendment. AND BE IT 

FURTHER 72 

RESOLVED, Sixth, if this cannot be done while the current Assembly, the Sixth, is in 

session, then it will be done by the next Assembly, the Seventh; AND BE 74 

IT FURTHER 

RESOLVED, Seventh, by this amending of Article VIII Section 1, CSG will commit 76 

(and the University will be encouraged to commit) to, in effect, 

comporting with both the Chicago Principles of Free Expression19 and the 78 

position of the recent letter sent to the University of Chicago Class of 

2020 from John Ellison, the Dean of Students20 (if not the exact form of 80 

either then at least their substantive content and spirit). 

                                                           
19 https://freeexpression.uchicago.edu/page/statement-principles-free-expression 
20 https://twitter.com/ChicagoMaroon/status/768561465183862785/photo/1?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw 
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AND BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED. 82 
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