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Summary of Projects and Commission Work: 
The Community and Outreach Commission aims to strengthen relations between students 
and bodies external to the University at the local, state, and intercollegiate level through the 
following initiatives: voter registration, Detroit engagement, promoting better off-campus 
lighting and more affordable housing, organizing a lobbying day, creating a Student Advisory 
Council to the City, and facilitating dialogue with DPSS.  The commission is organized into 
three subcommittees: Voice your Vote, Detroit Engagement, and Off-Campus Initiatives. 

 
CURRENT INITIATIVES: 
 

➔ DPSS Dialogue 
◆ Description:  Our Commission is working with the Health and Safety 

Commission to organize a tabling event in the UgLi with DPSS.  The purpose 
of this tabeling event is two-fold: (1) it will allow students to register their 
electronics and (2) it will give students the opportunity to engage in dialogue 
with DPSS officers and ask questions. 

◆ Status:  The date for the event is set for November 7 from 12PM-4PM.  We are 
organizing with DPSS and the UgLi on final planning steps. 

◆ Asks from Assembly, Executive Team, Commissions:  We will be requesting funding 
for food for the event and will fill out the proper forms in the next few days. 

 
➔ Student Advisory Council 

◆ Description:  This initiative will create a Student Advisory Council for the City of 
Ann Arbor.  The Council’s purpose is to serve as a platform for which students 
can voice their concerns to city officials on issues of salience to them.  The 
Council will be composed of the Mayor, City Administrator, City Council 
members, and students from UM, WCC, and AAPS. 

◆ Status:  Nearing Completion! We have spoken to various city and school 
representatives on this initiative and have garnered a majority of support from 
city officials.  We hope to have the Council officially established by the end of 
the semester. 

◆ Asks from Assembly, Executive Team, Commissions:  None at the moment. 

 
➔ Student Lobbying Day 



◆ Description:  We are working to organize a student lobbying day in East Lansing 
sometime in mid- to late-February with other Michigan public universities 
including MSU, Wayne State, and possibly UM-Dearborn and UM-Flint.  We 
aim to lobby for the Affirmative Consent Education bill and a bill for income 
tax credits for tuition. 

◆ Status:  Work in progress.  Stephanie recently spoke to Sen. Warren who is 
supportive of the lobbying day idea and MSU Government Relations head, 
Alex Noffsinger, who is eager to participate in this initiative with us.  She will 
be speaking to a Wayne State Rep. in the coming week and will begin to 
organize the lobbying day and promote it on campus.  (Note: We would also 
like to get SAPAC involved in this initiative, so we will be reaching out to them 
to hear their thoughts). 

◆ Asks from Assembly, Executive Team, Commissions:  We would like to know how we 
can best promote this on campus to garner support from a wide student base. 
We would also like to make a contact with a University administrator to discuss 
if this event could count as an excused absence from classes for those who 
participate. 

 

➔ Off-Campus Lighting 
◆ Description:  We are working to have more street lights installed in off-campus 

neighborhoods where students have expressed safety concerns due to lack of 
lighting at night. 

◆ Status : Work in progress.  We want the University to take a more leading role 
on this initiative (as opposed to the city) and are thus working to organize 
meetings with University officials to determine next steps. 

◆ Asks from Assembly, Executive Team, Commissions:  It has been a little difficult to 
get in touch with the proper University officials/offices who could help us 
promote this initiative.  If CSG Exec. has any contacts they could pass along, it 
would be much appreciated. 

 
 
COMMISSION DESCRIPTION: 
 

➔ Leadership: 
➔ Chair: Stephanie Gusching 
➔ Secretary: Djordje Jaksic 
➔ VYV Committee Head: Sarah Lebow 
➔ Detroit Engagement Committee Heads: Rohin Patel and Dylan Bennett 

 
 

➔ Overview and Objectives:  This commission seeks to increase dialogue and cultivate 
strong relationships with the local, state, and intercollegiate communities of which we 
are part.  

 
 
MEETING TIME/LOCATION: 8:00-9:00 PM IN CSG Conference Room G 



 
Voice Your Vote Committee Report 
 
Voter Registration 
 
We finished our week long push registering at dorms which included: Markley, South Quad, 
West Quad, East Quad, North Quad, Bursley, Stockwell, Mosher-Jordan, and Alice Lloyd. We 
registered around 200 voters in the dorms. While this is less than our previous average for our 
Res Hall Crawl efforts, we were excited to find that more students than usual were already 
registered to vote due to the efforts of other on and off campus efforts. Res Hall Crawl is unique 
in that it brings forms directly to students in dorms, and we will definitely continue these efforts 
in future elections. 
 
Additionally we registered voters at several campus events, some that we signed up for and 
some we were asked to attend, including: Festifall, So Cool So Just Fair, Rackham Welcome, 
School of Public Health New Student Orientation, School of Public Health Ice Cream Social, 
Alpha Phi Alpha debate watch party, Bangladeshi Students Association, in class, and other 
outreach events. This year, because of an email from the Office of the Vice President with Voice 
Your Vote contact information, many organizations emailed us asking to do outreach at their 
meetings. This was an excellent opportunity to reach a diverse array of organizations including 
a number of new US citizens, and we appreciated these groups asking us to come to their 
events. 
 
Next Steps-  
We have decided due to the presence of several groups registering voters on campus, our 
efforts are best spent now looking forward to voter education for the upcoming election. While 
voter registration numbers have been on the rise in recent years, voter turnout remains pretty 
consistent and we would like to improve upon that. 
 
Vote B1G 
 
We have continued to submit our numbers to the Vote B1G campaign, however we will not be 
able to submit full numbers for the campus because the largest drive, which is being run by the 
College Democrats in conjunction with the Hillary campaign, have decided not to release their 
numbers.  
 
Next Steps-  
We will continue to submit the number any voters we register until the deadline though we do 
not expect to see a large increase in this number.  
 
On the day before the voter registration deadline and on the day of the voter registration 
deadline we will send out social media posts plugging the initiative.  
 
 



 
Initiatives 
In the coming month, Voice Your Vote will be focusing on get out the vote initiatives. These 
include voter information distribution. We’re going to flyer around campus representing the City 
Clerk’s Office campaign, “Go Online Before You Get In Line” which encourages students to 
check their polling places before Election Day. The City Clerk’s Office has also told us to 
encourage students to use their M-Cards as their form of voter ID on Election Day to reduce the 
risk of challenged ballots on the grounds of address confusion. We will ask the Office of the Vice 
President or the Central Student Government to send out this information via email or all 
students. 
 
We will be tabling all of November leading up to Election Day to extend these efforts. We also 
encourage all of CSG to join us in our GOTV efforts or to volunteer with the City Clerk’s Office 
as a precinct worker on Election Day. 
 
Voice Your Vote is also looking to improve upon our social media presence and develop voter 
incentive events such as giving candy to people with I Voted stickers and raffling off our super 
cool shirts to people who post with a to be determined hashtag about voting. 
 
What We Need From CSG 
Immediate: 
School-wide email on the 10th about the voter registration deadline. *Suggested text at bottom.  
 
A space at the Mason Hall posting wall from 10-4 to collect voter reg forms and to register last 
minute voters.  
 
To be an authorized signer. We need to be able to rent tables and rooms for our work and need 
to be able to do this in an efficient fashion.  
 
Future:  
We will be submitting funding requests for printing off a precinct map, getting t-shirts for our new 
members, and a new VYV banner as our old banner no longer meets the requirements of 
University branding.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The following is a suggested text for a CSG email blast to students to be sent October 10th. 
 
Wolverines:  
 
The voter registration deadline is tomorrow, October 11th! This means your voter registration 
either has to be submitted in person at the City Clerk’s Office or placed in the drop boxes in the 
Union, Pierpont, or MoJo by 5pm. On campus you can complete a form or turn in your 
completed form with members of the CSG commission Voice Your Vote. Find Voice Your Vote 
at their table in Mason Hall from 10am-4pm on October 11th 
 
You can register to vote even if you are out of state by registering with your on campus address.  
Check to see if you are registered at michigan.gov/vote or get information about voting 
absantee at turbovote.com.  
 
Hail To The Voters, 
Central Student Government 



Report	on	the	progress	of	the	Detroit-Engagement	Sub-Commission		
Rohin	Patel		
	
Detroit	Congress:	
We	have	reached	out	to	various	student	leaders	on	campus	and	extended	an	invitation	to	them	
to	become	part	of	the	2016-2017	Detroit	Congress,	which	we	hope	to	continue	from	last	year.	
We	held	it	in	the	CSG	Chambers	once	a	month	and	created	dialogue	about	the	issues	
surrounding	Detroit-engagement	as	well	as	provided	a	platform	for	Detroit	student	leaders	and	
representatives	to	engage	with	people	doing	similar	things.	The	hope	this	year	is	to	further	this	
platform	and	provide	a	way	for	students	to	advertise	events	and	workshops	they	are	having	on	
campus	to	spread	awareness	for	the	many	opportunities	Detroit	has.	This	is	the	current	list	of	
organizations	we	hope	to	represent	in	our	first	congress	meeting	at	the	end	of	the	month:		
	
Detroit	Entrepreneurship	Network	
Detroit	Revitalization	and	Business	Club	
Detroit	initiative	student	group	
The	Detroit	Partnership		
Detroit	Urban	Debate	Education	
GlobeMed	
JDs	in	the	D	
Black	Student	Union		
Michigan	Performance	Outreach	Workshop	(MPOW)		
Project	Lighthouse	
	
Tentative	Event:	
We	hope	to	hold	an	event	during	the	first	week	of	the	winter	semester.	We	are	in	the	early	
stages	of	planning	a	theme,	and	compiling	a	list	of	speakers.	This	project	has	been	undertaken	
by	Spencer	Purdy,	a	member	of	our	commission.	He	has	experience	dealing	with	high	profile	
speakers	and	we	hope	we	can	leverage	this	and	hold	an	educational	yet	entertaining	event.		
	
Community	Service	Initiatives:		
As	a	group	of	about	10	students,	we	feel	it	is	important	for	all	of	us	to	go	to	Detroit	once	every	
two	weeks	and	volunteer	with	smaller	organizations	that	don’t	necessarily	get	the	publicity	
they	deserve.	We	feel	this	will	bring	a	lot	of	new	causes	into	the	light	and	provide	information	
to	our	student	body	about	new	initiatives	to	get	involved	with.	It	is	our	duty	as	University	of	
Michigan	students	who	are	passionate	about	Detroit	Engagement	to	become	involved	in	
community	service	and	social	justice	initiatives	in	Detroit.	Another	member	of	our	Commission,	
Jacob	Behrmann	is	handling	the	community	service,	and	is	in	the	process	of	making	contacts	
with	people	in	the	city.	Some	of	us	have	already	been	down	for	service	day	in	the	past	few	
weeks.		
	
	
	
	



	
Detroit	Connector	information	from	Dylan	and	Daily	article		
https://www.michigandaily.com/section/detroit/detroit-connector-bus-service-continue-
operation-through-academic-year	
	
Provost	is	committed	to	providing	the	Connector	but	doesn't	want	to	enact	a	long	term	plan	
when	the	RTA	could	change	the	needs	of	the	students	and	the	transit	landscape	in	the	region.	
	
Work	we	did	last	year	with	the	resolution	and	congress	solidified	this,	as	did	the	survey	which	
played	an	instrumental	role	in	the	Provost's	decision.	Zipcar	and	Maven	options	have	been	
added	to	the	website	in	addition	to	website	and	schedule	format	changes.	Connector	is	being	
considered	to	go	to	the	Transit	Department	but	they	are	short	on	staff.	If	it	did,	there	is	a	
possibility	that	a	bus	would	be	purchased	for	Connector	rather	than	the	service	being	
contracted	out.	Ridership	on	Sunday's	is	still	strong,	but	problem	of	a	new	freshman	class	not	
knowing	the	Connector	exists	and	the	old	senior	class	no	longer	being	on	campus	while	
sophomores	and	juniors	have	cars.			
	
Bottom	line	is	Connector	will	be	renewed	yearly	in	coordination	with	the	changing	regional	
landscape	in	Metro-Detroit.	Plan	for	CSG	to	purchase	Facebook	Ads	again	in	the	near	term	to	
boost	awareness	amongst	new	students.	
	
	


