
 
COMMUNITY AND OUTREACH COMMISSION REPORT 

CHAIR: STEPHANIE GUSCHING 
DATE: November 20, 2016 

 
Summary of Projects and Commission Work: 
The Community and Outreach Commission aims to strengthen relations between students and 
bodies external to the University at the local, state, and intercollegiate level through the 
following initiatives: voter registration, Detroit engagement, promoting better off-campus 
lighting and more affordable housing, organizing a lobbying day, creating a Student Advisory 
Council to the City, and facilitating dialogue with DPSS.  The commission is organized into 
three subcommittees: Voice your Vote, Detroit Engagement, and Off-Campus Initiatives. 
 
CURRENT INITIATIVES: 

• DPSS Dialogue 
• Description:  

§ Our Commission is working with the Health and Safety Commission to 
organize a tabling event in the UgLi with DPSS.  The purpose of this 
tabling event is two-fold: (1) it will allow students to register their 
electronics and (2) it will give students the opportunity to engage in 
dialogue with DPSS officers and ask questions. 

§ We will also be holding a “Donuts with First Responders” Event in South 
Quad in December.  This will be another opportunity, targeted at first-year 
students, for student-DPSS engagement. 

• Status: The DPSS-Dialogue event is being rescheduled for the near future 
(waiting on response from DPSS), because the Obama event caused us to cancel.  
The “Donuts with First Responders” event is in the preliminary stages. 

• Asks from Assembly, Executive Team, Commissions: Funding requests will be sent 
for the “Donuts with First Responders” Event in the near future, once a date is set. 
 

• Student Advisory Council 
• Description: This initiative will create a Student Advisory Council for the City of 

Ann Arbor.  The Council’s purpose is to serve as a platform for which students 
can voice their concerns to city officials on issues of salience to them.  The 
Council will be composed of the Mayor, City Administrator, City Council 
members, and students from UM, WCC, and AAPS. 

• Status: We have spoken to various city and school representatives on this 
initiative and have garnered a majority of support from city officials.  However, 



the City Attorney has some concerns, the contents of which have not been 
expressed to us yet, and the resolution is consequently experiencing some delays. 

• Asks from Assembly, Executive Team, Commissions: None at the moment. 
 

• Student Advocacy Day 
o Description: We are working to organize a student advocacy day in East Lansing 

sometime in mid- to late-February with other Michigan public universities 
including MSU, Wayne State, and possibly UM-Dearborn and UM-Flint.  We aim 
to advocate to implement K-12 evidence-based curricula that is most effective at 
preventing sexual violence and violent relationships. 

• Status: We have received confirmation for participation from the following 
universities: MSU, GVSU, Wayne State, UM-Dearborn, and (possibly) UM-Flint.  
We are working on getting student organizations on campus involved as well.  
Currently, we are waiting on a response from Sen. Warren’s assistant to confirm a 
date and schedule a room in the State Capitol.  Finally, we are beginning logistics 
planning, including buses, tee shirts, food, workshop organization, etc. 

• Asks from Assembly, Executive Team, Commissions: We would like to know how 
we can best promote this on campus to garner support from a wide student base. 

 
• Off-Campus Lighting 

• Description: We are working to have more street lights installed in off-campus 
neighborhoods where students have expressed safety concerns due to lack of 
lighting at night. 

• Status: Work in progress.  The City and UM Govt. Relations have been 
challenging on this matter. We would like to involve the Infrastructure 
Commission and LSA SG in this initiative. 

• Asks from Assembly, Executive Team, Commissions: None at the moment. 
 

• City Internship Promotion 
• Description: We would like to promote available internship positions with the 

City government and local officials to students through the LSA Opportunity 
Hub. 

• Status: Planning a meeting with the City Admin. and LSA Opportunity Hub to 
connect on this issue and determine how to promote it on campus. 

• Asks from Assembly, Executive Team, Commissions: None at the moment. 
 
 
COMMISSION DESCRIPTION: 
 

• Leadership: 
• Chair: Stephanie Gusching 
• Secretary: Julia Weigand 
• VYV Committee Head: Sarah Lebow 
• Detroit Engagement Committee Heads: Rohin Patel and Dylan Bennett 



• Overview and Objectives: This commission seeks to increase dialogue and cultivate 
strong relationships with the local, state, and intercollegiate communities of which we are 
part.   

 
 
MEETING TIME/LOCATION: 8:00-9:00 PM IN CSG Conference Room G 
 


