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IN THE 

UNIVERSITY ELECTIONS COMMISSION 
 

  
No. UEC-2018-W-001 

 

 

 

ANUSHKA SARKAR, Petitioner 

 

ADVISORY OPINION. 

[February 11, 2018] 

Considered by: KOZIARA, Election Director, GHAZAL, Backup Election 
Director, BHATTACHARYYA, DOTSON, INSALACO, and SORGE, 
Commissioners. 

  

Opinion of the Commission 

PER CURIAM. 

On Tuesday, February 6, 2018, President Anushka Sarkar 
submitted to Election Director Koziara a request for this 
Commission to issue an Advisory Opinion about 
requirements for using formerly filed party names from 
prior years under the Election Code, citing to Article VI, 
Section D(2)(d.) of the Compiled Code (“Previously Used 
Party Names”). 

Article VI, Section D(2)(d.) of the Compiled Code 
(“Previously Used Party Names”) clearly spells out two 
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possible means by which a party may seek proper 
authorization to use a party name that has been previously 
used in the prior three years: 

“No party may choose the name of another party that 
was properly filed in any election within the current 
or preceding three academic years without the written 
authorization of a majority or at least five of the 
candidates who ran with that previous party.” CSG 
Compiled Code, Art. VI, § D(2)(d.). 

We find no ambiguity with regard to the two possible means 
which the Code makes available for the re-use of party 
names.   

Furthermore, at the Assembly meeting on the date of 
President Sarkar’s petition, the Assembly considered 
language to amend this portion of the Code, to remove the 
option of obtaining authorization by obtaining only five 
signatures from previous candidates of a party.  Given that 
the Assembly will consider these amendments for Second 
Reads at its upcoming meeting on February 13, 2018, we 
find it improper for this Commission to comment on a 
portion of the Code currently being considered by the 
Assembly for amendment, or at least until such time that 
any amendment by the Assembly materially alters our 
understanding or interpretation of this section of the Code. 

Therefore, the Commission DECLINES to advise further on 
this issue, or at least until such time that the Petitioner 
clarifies her request seeking additional information.  
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